
 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRD FEEDERS & GIRAFFES 

My oldest grandchild, Akari, lives in South Africa.  

During one visit, when she was 3 or 4 years old, 

she and I made a bird feeder out of a plastic drink 

bottle, two sticks and some wire.  We bought 

some seed, filled it and hung it in a tree outside the kitchen window.  

My wife and I came home a day or two later, leaving her to look out 

for birds.  I was thrilled, sometime afterwards, to receive a recorded 

WhatsApp message from my daughter’s phone.  The excited voice 

was that of Akari: “Grandad, we’ve seen birds on the bird feeder.”   

Last Christmas, for some of her cousins in this country, I made up 

packages of bird seed and peanuts, decorated with cut out pictures 

of birds and a guide to the most common birds seen in this country.  

It is always a great thrill when they call me to say that they have 

seen a new species of bird in the garden.  Sometimes they know 

what it is called.  Sometimes they describe it and I try to tell them 

what it is.  I want them to grow up sharing the joy I experience from 

Answers to yesterday’s quiz: FRUIT BOWL 

Look at the birds, free and 
unfettered, not tied down to a 
job description, careless in the 
care of God. 
Matthew 6:25-26 

DAY 2 



watching birds. 

And not only birds, but wildlife generally.  A week or so after I saw 

the amazing South African butterfly migration that I mentioned in 

yesterday’s reflection, I took my two older South African 

granddaughters, Akari and Nozipho, on a game drive in one of South 

Africa’s national parks.  It was a great joy to see their excitement at 

the various animals we saw.   

At one point during the drive, Akari, aged 6, announced, “I know the 

difference between the boy giraffes and the girl giraffes!”  I was 

aware that the other people on the safari vehicle were listening to us, 

but I asked, hesitantly, “So what is the difference between the boy 

giraffes and the girl giraffes?”  I was all too aware that what followed 

might be embarrassing.  She gave me her answer: “The girl giraffes 

are the ones with longer eyelashes!”  I wonder whether that’s true, 

whether anyone has researched it. 

May we all learn to look at every aspect of the natural world, 

wherever we encounter it, and whether we see it directly or on a 

screen, with the awe and wonder of a child.  We should delight in 

creation in the same way that God did when, as we hear at the end 

of the creation story in the book of Genesis in the Old Testament:  

 “God saw everything that he had made, and it was very good.”

 

 
 

Ask the animals what they think 
- let them teach you; 

    let the birds tell you what’s going on. 
Put your ear to the earth 

- learn the basics. 
     

Listen - 
the fish in the ocean will tell you their stories. 
Isn’t it clear that they all know and agree 
    that GOD is sovereign,  

that he holds all things in his hand 
Every living soul, yes, 

every breathing creature? 

Job 12:7-12 

  

Worth a watch: Life 
Episode 2: Birds on BBC iPlayer 
 
The nature documentary looks at 
birds with slow-motion cameras 
and aerial photography. 

 



It’s not just wildlife that benefits when we take an interest in nature … 

 

Looking after our planet one small step at a time! 

We can see and hear God’s natural world around us 

• from our window 
• out on a walk 
• in our garden  

 

You could make a bird feeder to attract birds to your garden. 

 

• Tie a ribbon or pipe cleaner around a pinecone so that 
you can hang it up. 

• Mix some bird seed or chopped nuts into some 
lard/fat/butter. 

• Or you could simply use peanut butter 
• Press the mixture into the pinecone. 
• Hang your bird feeder somewhere 

you can easily see it. Or put the 
remaining seed in a small dish 
where you can watch who comes to 
feed. 

Use the bird spotting sheet and a notebook to record what 
birds you have seen each day. 
 

Use a notebook to also record other blessings that you 
notice each day that you can thank God for. 



  



 



 



 
  



 


