Even the stork in the sky
knows her appointed seasons,
and the dove, the swift and
the thrush observe the time of
their migration.

DAY 1

Jeremiah 8:7

BUTTERFLIES
During the last week of January my wife and I
were staying with our daughter, Katy, and her
family in Johannesburg. I noticed that there were
a lot of butterflies in the garden that week. On
about the 3rd or 4th day it dawned on me that they were not fluttering
around randomly, but all travelling in the same direction, coming into
the garden from the south-west, and heading off to the north-east.
I tried to count them, but there were too many. I estimated the
number passing through each minute. There were well over 100,
maybe as many as 200. I went through to the front garden, which is
bigger, and there were even more. We had maybe 500 butterflies
passing through my daughter’s garden every minute: 30,000 an
hour, for several hours each day, for a few days. I estimated that
maybe ½ million butterflies passed through Katy’s garden that week!

I Googled this and discovered that I had seen the annual migration of
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Mozambique coast they die – those that are not eaten by a bird on
the way. But back in the Karroo and Kalahari they have laid eggs,
which in time will give rise to a new generation of caterpillars and
next year’s migration of the brown-veined whites.
Social media were said to be “ablaze with videos and pictures”.
People were in awe at the sight of all these butterflies. One woman
described it as a “magical” experience that had made her day. I felt
privileged to have observed one of nature’s amazing events.
I cannot get my head round how these tiny insects can travel such a

God’s love is meteoric,
his loyalty astronomic,
His purpose titanic,
his verdicts oceanic.
Yet in his largeness
nothing gets lost;
Not a man, not a mouse,
slips through the cracks.
Psalm 36: 5 – 6
(The Message)

huge distance. The Kalahari Desert was 600 miles away, yet they
didn’t look at all tired! And they still had another 500 to 600 miles to
fly. I am in awe of God, who created these butterflies and enabled
them to evolve such an amazing life cycle, so that in some way, that
no-one yet seems to understand, their innate sense of direction is

Worth a watch: Spy in the Wild
Series 2 episode 2 on BBC iPlayer
Marvel at God’s creation – includes a
clip of a butterfly migration in Mexico

Looking after our planet one small step at a time!
Make use of some old magazines or wrapping paper
with this chance to release your creativity!

•

Your challenge is to make a collage of our wonderful
planet earth.

• You will need glue (PVA glue, or any ‘school glue’ is ideal)
and you may have tissue paper, and yarn, but you can use
anything you can find at home – for example, pictures from
magazines, or old fabric.
• Tear the paper into postage stamp size pieces.
• Glue the pieces down on a piece of card to make a picture
that represents the Earth.
• If you use a lot of blue, it will
remind you that water is an
important part of our world.
• Finally add a prayer card to your picture – you can write
your own prayer on a blank card and stick it on.
As you stick the pieces down ask God for wisdom on
how best to care for the amazing world he gave us.

