What do you think the perfect family looks like?

What impression do you get of the family in this story?

Look at the passages where is mentioned in this story.
Do you think Jacob was a loving father? Why or why not?

Look at all the passages where we see in the chapter.
Do you think Joseph was a loving brother or son? Why or why not?

What does the story teach us about how God works in dysfunctional
situations?



God speaks through dreams but not all dreams are a message from God! If you
think your dream is from God, pray about it, talk and pray with a wise Christian
friend, and ask God to confirm it. But remember that in general, God doesn’t
use dreams to communicate as much as other ways.

Joseph seemed to recognise that his dreams were significant. Should he have
kept them to himself for the sake of peace and humility, or did he do well to
declare it to his family?

tells us that Jacob ‘kept the matter in mind’. How in particular might
he have been thinking bearing in mind his past experience with dreams being
sent from God




Compare to
How could the brothers have stopped their
desire before it led to sin?

Later in , Judah presents an
alternative to killing Joseph that seems to
benefit everybody (the brothers make
money and Joseph gets to live) but it was
really deceit.

Sin always presents itself as a beneficial
alternative, but inevitably leads to regret.
Why, then, do we fall for its lies?

How might we, like Judah, justify sinning?
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